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WEDDING CEREMONIES 
 
Choosing the Right Musicians within Your Budget: Let’s face it; the economy is never good enough! Keep in mind that 
music is one of the most remembered components of a wedding. Ask to meet some of the musicians in person and have 
a chance to get to know them. Read reviews, watch videos, and if there are live public showcases or event make sure to 
attend if you can. Base your decision on their musical talent, professional presentation, interaction, and flexibility.  

Contracts: Always make sure you have a contract with any vendor, not only musicians. Several times a year we receive 
phone calls from panicked brides saying that “the strings we hired cancelled on us last minute,” and the reasons range 
from the weather to sickness to double-bookings! Yes, life is unpredictable, but make sure you hire responsible 
musicians that are able to at least find equivalent replacements in case something does happen. Contracts are a must. 

Prelude Music:  This first half hour requires around 10 songs. We recommend classical and romantic music to set the 
tone and welcome your guests. Upbeat pop/rock songs may work, as well, but they are better suited for the cocktail 
hour. You can pick your own songs for prelude, but leaving it up the musicians may be a better choice so we can play to 
the crowd and make for a more homogenous experience.  

Building Your Ceremony Program: Several things should be taken into account when selecting the repertoire for your 
ceremony. Do you need a song for every part of the ceremony? (i.e. walking of the Mothers, Bridesmaids, etc.) If the 
aisle is short and there are not as many people in the wedding party, having specific songs for each segment may 
interrupt the flow of the ceremony. What are you saying with your song selection? It’s much more satisfying when you 
pick a program that says something about you, your spouse, and your unique story. Whatever decision you make, be 
sure to share it with all those participating in the ceremony program so that everyone in the wedding party is aware of 
what is going on. We recommend that everything is finalized at least 2 weeks prior to the big day, and even earlier if you 
want to print the programs.  

Processional: You spent a lot of time planning this moment so please take your time to enjoy it. Let there be a few 
seconds of silence between the Prelude music and the first song of the Ceremony. Allow the Mothers and Grandmothers 
their time to walk and sit before the Bridesmaids make their way down. The Ceremony should not feel rushed. When it 
is the Bride’s turn to walk, a few seconds of silence for dramatic effect always make for a grand entrance. This is your 
moment, so walk slow, smile, and look straight at the altar. 

Do You Hear what I Hear?: The reason for a wedding ceremony is to gather your closest friends and relatives to witness 
the couple confess their love to each other. If it’s within your budget, we recommend you rent our wireless microphone 
system. Whether indoors or outdoors, you want the person sitting in the last row to be able to hear you and your fiancé 
recite your vows, and most importantly, hear you declare, “I DO!”  

We Are Here to Help: Elegance String Quartet stands by our promise that we will help with any questions you may have 
about planning your wedding, even if it is somewhat removed from the musical aspect of it. We love sharing our past 
experience with you and our door is always open if you need advice or suggestions. This should be the best day of your 
life and we will try our hardest to keep it that way. 
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COCKTAIL HOUR / RECEPTIONS 
 
Warm-Up: While you may be out taking pictures, the guests are looking to mingle and have a good time. We suggest 
repertoire from popular rock and pop songs. It will be a nice surprise going from a classical prelude into a modern set, 
and the guests will be pleasantly surprised to hear top 40 songs played on string instruments. A typical cocktail hour 
requires around 15-20 songs, and we highly recommend that you allow for the musicians to play to the crowd. Quite 
often we get requests at the cocktail hour and try our best to fulfill them. We want the guests to enter the reception in a 
good mood and high spirits, ready to party! 
 
Sound Upgrades: Acoustic instruments can be easily drowned out by a crowd of 75 or more people. Especially during 
cocktails guests tend to be loud and all that chatter and moving around will make the acoustic music be heard only 
within a very small radius. If your budget allows, we highly recommend amplification for instruments if you’re having 
more than 75 guests at your event. We will keep the sound at a comfortable level and match the energy and 
atmosphere of the room. Amplification also allows us to take our performance to the next level by incorporating 
percussion and drum pedals into our mix. For those fun loving crowds this is a must, and it will get everyone in a dancing 
spirit. 
 
More on Repertoire: Unless your guests are classical music buffs, serious classical music should be left for the concert 
hall. We do not recommend playing Beethoven and Tchaikovsky during cocktails as that requires mostly a quiet 
environment and would not be an effective way to enhance the atmosphere. On the other hand, heavy metal 
arrangements may sound a little out of touch with the cocktail party, unless of course your guests are metal heads :) 
Always consider your guests when selecting repertoire and avoid going with the initial instinct of your favorite playlist. 
We are always happy to give more detailed advice if you have questions about building a fun and enjoyable cocktail hour 
set. 
 
Something Different: You already know that string instruments sound great no matter what kind of music we play, 
otherwise you wouldn’t be reading this planning guide. But if you are having us for events longer than 2 hours we would 
suggest adding some variety into the mix. Instruments like flute, piano, or even harp are a great way to diversify the set 
and give a fresh sound to the group. Our jazz combos of saxophone, bass, and keyboard are also another option for 
those who look to have a more “smooth” cocktail hour. And finally, for a truly unique experience we highly recommend 
our band option where strings, brass, keys, and drums come together in a perfect fusion.  
 
Playing Alongside a DJ: Yep, your read that right! DJ + strings collages have become very popular and are a great way to 
entertain a crowd. Whether it’s for a wedding reception, corporate function, or just a dance party, adding strings into 
the DJ mix will give everyone a nice surprise. In the spirit of entertainment and breaking away from the ordinary, we 
would love to talk details with you in how to achieve a more memorable event. 


